Plasmapheresis in children with Guillain-Barré syndrome.
Between 1987 and 1989, we plasmapheresed six children with Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS). None of the children could walk independently at the start of the treatment, and one was being ventilated. Five patients showed clinical improvement during pheresis, and no significant side effects occurred. The median time from onset of weakness to independent walking for these six children was 17 days. This compares with 43 days for 18 children with GBS in this institution who were given supportive measures only.